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Commentary by the
President & CEO

Whenever people receive a bill, espe-
cially for a utility service, it seems the
natural inclination is to compare it

with family, friends and neighbors. We
thought you might find it interesting to see
how Sussex REC compares to the utilities that
surround our service area.

As your cooperative, our objective is to pro-
vide the highest possible quality at the lowest
possible cost. The chart below shows our rates
are significantly lower than our neighboring
utilities in NJ and NY.

The calculations in the chart are based on
what utilities term “winter rates”. This simply
means their rates are lower for October – May
than during the warm months when demand
for power is higher. Our energy rate does not
change seasonally which makes our regular
rate an even better value all year.

What we do to keep rates low
Given our primary objective stated earlier,
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Holiday Safety
The holidays are a wonderful

time of year when families and
friends gather together and homes
are brightened with the glitter of
decorations. In the excitement
of the season, however, safety is
often overlooked. As decorations
go up and households entertain,
people unknowingly put them-
selves at greater risk to fire and
electrocution. Please visit www.
holidaysafety.org (sponsored by
the Electrical Safety Foundation
International) to learn tips for
decorating safely, ways to protect
your children from the increased
dangers they face, and how to
recognize and avoid counterfeit
electrical products.

Can You Hear Me
Now…?

For safety during the winter
storm season, consider investing
in a phone that does not need
electricity to operate. If you lose
power and have an emergency,
any phone that you plug into a
power outlet will not work.

Chain Saw Safety
Fall and winter can be the prime

time for chain saw operation.
Cutting wood for the stove and
fireplace, cleaning up after win-
ter storms. Nothing makes the
job easier than a good chain saw.

Been a while since you used
the saw? Yeah, its kind of like rid-
ing a bike, you don’t forget how
but your technique may be rusty.
While a tumble off the bike may
generate some scrapes and bruis-
es, even a nick with a chain saw is

continued on page 3

what do we actually do to keep our rates
low? The first, and most important step, is
to participate with our sister cooperatives
in PA when purchasing power. We combine
our needs with theirs and as a result can
get much better prices than if we tried to
go it alone.

Next, we are using system automation to
control operational costs. You have seen
this with our automatic meter reading and
remote load management systems. 

Part of load management is load control.
You’ll hear more about this in the coming
months. This system allows us to temporar-
ily interrupt power to specific equipment
when our demand for energy is at its peak.
By “shedding” load, we are able to avoid
purchasing higher priced power. A nice
side benefit is that shedding load reduces
the amount of power generated and the
associated carbon emissions.

Rate pressures
Electricity has enjoyed a relatively stable

price level in recent years and our rates are
expected to remain constant for the next
two years. However, there are enormous
pressures on electric rates, pressures that

continued on page 4

SREC JCP&L PSE&G O&R/ConEd

Facilities Charge $9.59 $2.20 $2.43 $8.54

Price / kWh $0.111731 $0.152847 $0.142218 $0.146820

Total for 600 kW $76.63 $93.91 $87.86 $95.52

Total for 1000 kW $121.32 $155.05 $146.28 $193.82

Total for 1500 kW $182.77 $231.47 $219.44 $261.36
JCP&L = Jersey Central Power & Light, PSE&G = Public Service Electric & Gas,

O&R = Orange & Rockland, a ConEd company
Calculations made using published rates for each utility.

                        



Jim Henderson retires
after decades of service

C hairman Haggerty announced that
effective October 30, 2007, Jim
Henderson has decided to resign

from the Sussex Rural Electric Co-
operative board.

Jim has served on our board since 1964
and we sincerely appreciate the forty-
three years of service he has dedicated to
our cooperative. His dedication to the
community was one of the things that
made him such a valuable board member.
His knowledge of the area, its history and
the needs of the people made him an
excellent representative of SREC and its
members on the national, state and local
levels. His presence and contributions
will be missed.

It is hard to pay a fitting tribute to such
an individual so a brief recap of his career
might serve as well. Did you know Jim...
... was a personal friend of Babe Ruth?

Yup, its true. Jim ran a gas station in
Hamburg and the Babe would stop for
gas on a regular basis. It was not unusu-
al for Jim to get a call in the wee hours
from the Babe who was in need of fuel.
He’d roll out and take care of his
friend and customer. Seems like Jim
had the cooperative spirit from the
very beginning.

... held the post of Sussex REC board pres-
ident for 30 years: 1968-1998

... is the trailblazer that led Sussex REC to
join PREA in 1974 in an effort to
expand services available to members
and employees.

... was president of the Allegheny Electric
Co-op Board of Directors for 11 years:
1978-1989

... served as NJ’s representative on the
NRECA Board of Directors from
1991-2002

... as a NRECA director, Jim was a member
of the committee that helped oversee
construction of the national service
organization’s new headquarters build-
ing in Arlington, VA. He played a simi-
lar role in the construction of the head-
quarters building for PREA and
Allegheny in Harrisburg, PA in the mid-
1970’s.

... received the 1987 PREA Man of the
Year Award 

... received the 1990 PREA Distinguished
Service Award 

... is the recipient of the first PREA
Lifetime Achievement Award, only two

date or would
like to be
considered,
please con-
tact our offices. The only requirement is
that you must be from District 2 which
covers Highland Lakes, Vernon, and
other areas to the east of Sussex
Township.

of which have ever been awarded.
We have been blessed to have such

dedicated and effective service and will
greatly miss Jim’s leadership. Please join
all of us as we wish Jim and his wife
Shirley all the best.

A committee of the board has been
selected to identify candidates for his posi-
tion. If you know of a potential candi-
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How were your gifts received 
last year? Did you make a big 
splash or did you get the cold 

shoulder?

Change all that this year with  
the gift of hot water.

If you’re going to get into hot 
water, make sure it lasts with a 

Marathon water heater. 

Guaranteed for life against leaks.

Terrific efficiency so it runs less.

You save money and reduce 
carbon emissions.

Find out more today.

1.973.875.5101 x117 or x 116

Give the gift 
guaranteed to get 

you into
hot water…



going to leave a lasting impression. Take
some time and make sure the only thing
cut this season is wood. The following is
from the Cooperative Extension Service
in the great American Midwest.

Read the instruction manual that came
with your saw. (Yeah, I hate to do it too
but you can save some heart ache later.)
Your manual describes how to mount the
guide bar and chain, how to mix the fuel
and lubricate the saw, and how to start it.
Most chain saws are designed to operate
the throttle with the right index finger;
the left-handed person who tries to con-
trol the throttle with the left index finger
will have a limited amount of the front
handlebar to grasp comfortably and safe-
ly, and the chain will be running closer to
the body. This is a more hazardous posi-
tion for inexperienced operators. 

Some models have a hand guard that
also operates a chain brake, a safety fea-
ture that promptly stops the chain from
running when the mechanism is
tripped. Learn how to shut off the
saw instinctively without looking for
the switch. You can ask the dealer
about these points. Ask him to
demonstrate the saw. 

PRECAUTIONS

Protective Clothing 
A hard hat is recommend-

ed, and goggles will protect
your eyes against flying splin-
ters and chips. Because a power
saw is noisy, you should wear

hearing protectors. (Enter the gadget
guy! This is your opportunity to go geek
with the chain saw! I use a Stihl so I went
to their site for some protective gear.
http://www.stihlusa.com/apparel/protect_ 
helmet.html The helmet pictured is what
I’m talkin’ about!) Leather gloves, hard-
toe shoes, and timber chaps would help
protect limbs that might come into con-
tact with the chain. Do not wear slippery
shoes or baggy clothing that could catch
in the brush and cause you to fall; always
watch your footing while working in the
woods. (I recommend never cutting
alone. Be sure someone is nearby in case
of a mishap.)

Refueling 
Taking the same precautions that you

would with your gasoline-powered lawn-
mower, stop the engine and do not smoke
when refueling your chain saw. Do not
spill gas on a hot engine. Use a filtering

funnel or a gas can with a
flexible hose to fill the fuel
tank. Do not start the saw

where you refuel it, and be
extra cautious of fire during
dry weather. 

Carrying the Saw 
Shut off the saw when carry-

ing it from one tree to the next
if working conditions are
hazardous - heavy brush,
slippery ground surface,

or steep slopes. Carry
the saw with the guide

bar pointing to the rear, or point the bar
to the front if you are going downhill. 

First Aid 
Even if you do not need an assistant,

someone should be with you in case of an
accident. Have the telephone number
and address of the nearest emergency
unit, and always carry a first-aid kit when
you work in the woods. If someone is cut,
cover the wound with a clean cloth and
press hard to stop the flow of blood. Get
the injured person to a doctor or hospital
immediately. 

There is a lot more to this article. How
to properly fell a tree, limbing and prun-
ing. All very good information for novice
and pro alike. Surf to http://www.
ag.uiuc.edu/~vista/html_pubs/saw/saw.html
for the rest.
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We have written a fair amount about
CFLs (compact fluorescent lamps)
recently and addressed the presence
of mercury in all fluorescent lamps.
In the last article, we passed along
the detail that the amount of mercu-
ry in the average CFL was eight grams
or less; about the size of the tip of a
ball point pen. Well, a recent photo
from the EPA caught my eye and
using the old adage of a picture being
worth a thousand words, thought it
worthy of reproduction. 

As a point of reference, the amount 

of mercury in the aver-
age CFL is shown com-
pared to a Roosevelt
dime (you’d thought
they could have used

the Mercury dime, eh?).
When you have a chance, swing by

our office and check out our CFL
display. Its been there for years but
we just updated it with the newest
CFLs and one of the LED lights just
getting into the market. We aren’t
selling them but you can see how
they look and get some ideas for
your own use.

One Thin
Dime

mercury
in a CFL

CFL FYI

Chain Saw Safety
Continued from page 1
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Call Today!
Please be sure to mention this ad

973-875-1365973-875-1365

Commercial Grade Power for Your Home
with the Cummins Onan RS12000

Winter isn’t always a Currier and Ives picture of perfection. 
Snow and ice can wreak havoc on utility systems and a major storm 

can mean hours without power.

Protect your home and family with a Cummins Onan automatic emergency
generator from SREC Resources with this special offer.

‰ Carry all of a typical home’s load.

‰ Automatic transfer for worry free operation
 day or night.

‰ Very quiet, neighbor-friendly.

‰ Commercial quality construction for years 
 of dependable service.

‰ Propane or natural gas fuel options.

‰ Installed by Northern NJ’s experts in
 emergency generation, SREC Resources.

$9,750 InstalledCovers Standard Installation

Order your RS12000 before January 30, 2008 and receive a 5-year
comprehensive warranty at no charge – a $400 value

Currents
is published monthly by

After Hours: 877.504.6463

The William F. Matson Scholarship
Fund Charitable Trust, established in
1986, recently awarded Matthew Walsh
$1,000 to attend college. Matthew is the
son of a SREC member and was one of
five outstanding recipients to be selected
from the 880 applicants this year.

Matthew graduated first in his class at
Vernon Township High School, achieved
a score of 2320 on the SAT — which
included a perfect score of 800 on the
math portion of the test. He was a mem-
ber of the National German Honor
Society and the Tri-M Music Honor
Society and received two National
German and three National Science

League awards. He played violin in the
high school and chamber orchestras as
well as bass guitar in the high school jazz
band and saxophone ensemble. He now
attends the University of Rochester,
majoring in physics and astronomy.

Matson Scholarships are awarded to
students from electric cooperative service
areas in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
Selection is based on academic excel-
lence, cooperative membership, commu-
nity involvement and need. The scholar-
ship program is named for William F.
Matson, who served for 22 years as presi-
dent of PREA and Allegheny until his
death in June 1986.

Sussex REC
Member
Awarded

Scholarship

could change all of that. Key
among these pressures are tight
supplies within our state, inade-
quate transmission capacity into
NJ and legislation aimed at
reducing manmade carbon
emissions. Individually, any of
these can spell price hikes but
in combination, the results
could be quite dramatic. 

Not wanting to close on a
somber note, we are not entirely

at the mercy of these pres-
sures. We can all take
action to address price

pressure. First of all, talk
to your elected repre-
sentatives. Make sure
they take into account
the cost of any energy
related measures they
consider and the nega-
tive impact these costs
might have. Conser-
vation may ultimately

be a more important

action. This is something everyone can do
and industry forecasts show conservation
actually providing more relief than all the
renewable energy combined. To aid your
conservation efforts, we will continue to
provide you timely and effective tips, tech-
niques and tools on how to make the most
of your energy dollars.

On behalf of all of us here at Sussex
REC, we wish you and your families the
most joyous of holidays.

How Do We
Compare
Continued from page 1
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