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STANDARD TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

16 -  General Interconnection Requirements 
 

16.01 The following requirements and standards for connection of generating facilities located on 
Member's premises to the Cooperative system shall be met to assure the integrity and safe 
operation of the Cooperative system with no deterioration to the quality and reliability of 
service to other Members.  The operation of the generation facility should be done in a 
competent manner, such that the Cooperative system as a whole is protected. 
 

16.02 All small power producers (including renewable energy systems) or cogenerators shall 
make application to the Cooperative for approval to interconnect their facilities with the 
Cooperative system. 
 

16.03 The Cooperative shall require the following as part of the application, properly completed, 
signed and attested as necessary: 

(a) Application for service.  
(b) Application fee as determined from the current applicable tariff. 
(c) Interconnection Power Purchase Agreement. 
(d) SREC AEC Schedule A. 
(e) Renewable Energy Assistance Program Member Section. 
(f) One line drawing of the system and its interconnection design. 
 

Additional requirements for application may include: 
(g) Completion of a system impact engineering study by an engineering firm of the 
Cooperative’s choosing, cost to be borne by the Member. 
(h) Evidence of insurance satisfactory to the Cooperative.  
(i) An agreement to indemnify and hold harmless the Cooperative from any and all 
liability or claim thereof for damage to property, including property  of the 
Cooperative and injury or death to persons resulting from or caused by the presence, 
operation, maintenance or removal of such installation. 
 

16.04 The Cooperative shall within 30 days from the receipt of all required data from the 
Applicant either approve or reject in writing the application for connection to the 
Cooperative system.  Rejection of an application shall state with specificity the reasons for 
such rejection.  Connection to the Cooperative system will be permitted only upon obtaining 
the formal approval of the Cooperative in the form of an approval to operate letter. 
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16.05 The installation of the generation facilities must be in compliance with the requirements of the 
National Electrical Code and all applicable local, State and federal codes or regulations.  The 
installation shall be undertaken and completed in a workmanlike manner, and shall meet or 
exceed industry acceptance standards of good practice.  The provisions of the National 
Electrical Safety Code and the standards of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers, National Electrical Manufacturers Association and the American National 
Standards Institute shall be observed to the extent that they are applicable.  Prior to 
connection, the Cooperative must be provided with evidence that electrical inspection by an 
authorized inspection agency has been completed. 
 

16.06 The generation facility shall have the following characteristics:  
 

(a) Interconnection voltage shall be compatible and consistent with the system to 
which the Cooperative determines the generation facility is to be connected.  
(b) The generation facility shall produce 60 Hertz sinusoidal output compatible with 
the Cooperative system to which the facility is to be connected.  
(c) The generation facility must provide and maintain automatic synchronization with 
the Cooperative system to which it is to be connected.  
(d) The break point between the generation facilities producing single-phase or three-
phase output shall be in accordance with existing Cooperative motor specifications or 
as otherwise specified by the Cooperative. 
(e) At no time shall the operation of the facility result in excessive harmonic 
distortion of the Cooperative wave form.  Total harmonic distortion greater than 5% 
shall be deemed excessive and shall result in disconnection of the facility from the 
Cooperative system.  
(f) The installation of power factor correction (“PFC”) capacitors at the facility may 
be required under conditions to be determined by the Cooperative when necessary to 
assure the quality and reliability of service to other Members.  The cost of PFC 
capacitors shall be borne by the Member.  
(g) The cost of supplying and installing 15-minute integrated generation output 
metering, and any other special facilities or devices occasioned by the generation 
facility which the Cooperative may deem necessary on its system, such as telemetry 
and control equipment, shall be borne by the Member.  
(h) All upgrades required of the Cooperative’s system to which the generator will be 
interconnected as determined by the system impact study (Section 3.g) will be borne 
by the Member. The Cooperative will provide a good faith estimate of said costs to 
assist with planning but the Member will bear the actual cost. 
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16.07 The Member shall provide automatic disconnecting devices with appropriate control devices 
which will isolate the facility from the Cooperative system within a time period specified by 
the Cooperative for, but not necessarily limited to, the following conditions: 
 

(a) A fault on the Member's equipment.  
(b) A fault on the Cooperative system.  
(c) A de-energized Cooperative line to which the Member is connected.  
(d) An abnormal operating voltage or frequency.  
(e) Failure of automatic synchronization with the Cooperative system.  
(f) Loss of a phase or improper phase sequence.  
(g) Total harmonic content in excess of 5%.  
(h) Abnormal power factor.  
 

The devices shall be so designed and constructed to prevent reconnection of the facility to the 
Cooperative system until the cause of disconnection is corrected. 
 

16.08 The Cooperative shall reserve the right to specify settings of all isolation devices which are 
part of the generation facility. 
 

16.09 The Cooperative shall require initial inspection and testing and may, at its discretion, require 
subsequent inspection and testing of the facility's isolation and fault protection systems at the 
Member's expense.  Maintenance of these systems must be performed and documented by the 
Member at specified intervals to the satisfaction of the Cooperative.  The Cooperative shall 
reserve the right to disconnect the Member and/or the generation equipment from the 
Cooperative system for failure to comply with these inspections, testing and maintenance 
requirements. 
 

16.10 The Member is solely responsible for providing adequate protection for the equipment located 
on the Member's side of the interconnection system.  This protection shall include, but not be 
limited to, negative phase sequence voltage on three-phase systems. 
 

16.11 The Member shall provide a Cooperative-controlled disconnecting device providing a visible 
break on the Cooperative side of the interconnection system.  The Cooperative shall require 
that this device accept a Cooperative-provided padlock.  The Cooperative may also require 
manual operation of the device when required.  The Cooperative shall require this device to 
be labeled "Cogeneration Disconnection Switch" and be located such that 24-hour access is 
possible. 
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16.12 The Member shall agree to grant access to the Cooperative's authorized representative during 
any reasonable hours to install, inspect and maintain the Cooperative's metering equipment. 
 

16.13 The Member must satisfy, and shall be subject to, all terms and conditions of the 
Cooperative's Tariff for Service. 
 

16.14 No wind generator, tower structure or device shall be installed at a location where, in the 
event of failure, it can fall in such a manner as to contact, land upon, or interfere with any 
Cooperative lines or equipment. 
 

16.15 The Member shall maintain or cause to be maintained the generator and its associated 
structures, wiring and devices in a safe and proper operating condition so that the installation 
continues to meet all the requirements contained herein. 
 

16.16 The Cooperative reserves the right to modify or replace the Member's service meter to prevent 
reverse registration from the Member's generation facility. 
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